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The secretive world
of Sonics owners

Dozens of people are in the ownership group: a who'’s who of Seattle’s power brokers.
The Sonics have disclosed most, but not all, of their names.
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BY JIM BRRUNNER
Seattle Times staff reporter

Ken Woolcor's family couldn't
afford Sonics deckets when he was
growing up, 5o he'd listen to the games on
the radio, carefully recording the statistics of
stars like Spencer Haywood and Slick Wansina
spiral nozebool.

Pete Nordsirom had hoop dreams of his own,
As a walk-on for the University of Washington
Jjunior-varsity squad in the 1980s, he “spenta lot
of time gerting dunked on by people like (LW
basketball s:amim:lzl Detlef Schrempf and
Christian Welp.”

Both boys grew up to make millions: Wealcom
a.t a Sm ph:.mu:{u! company; Nord-

%: urth-generation executive at his
’m:l:.'s up.scabe clothing stores. They never lost
their love of basketball, so when Starbucks
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"Sonics hoard member

chairman Howard Schultz went looking for
parmers five years ago to buy the team, they
Jjumped atthe chance,

Although Schultz generally acts as the public
face of Sonics ownership, he has many parmers,
many of whom have not been publicly revealed.
It rook 58 people to put up the 5200 million to
buy the team in 2001. They had made their for-

legal advice, and saw the Sonics as a different
mﬂafhmt—ldﬁ:mthnm#nﬂn
turn & profit.
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It hasn’t turned out

as they'd hoped. The own-
ers” partmership, The Basket-
ball Club of Seattle, has lost nearly
560 million over the past five years,

and local politicians so far have rebuffed
owners' pleas for a $220 million KeyArena ex-
pansion. While they speak of their stzke in the
team as a kind of public service, the owners now
say their patience is running out, and there are
rumars the team already is for sale.

At a quarterly meeting today, the owners'
nmmmbubnardvdumnﬂdermusmucs’fu
ture in Seartle. A public statement may be re-
leased after the meeting, though spokeswoman
Valerie O'Neil zaid a final decision on the fran-
chise’s fate is unlikely.

In two yvears of debate over whether the Son-

ics deserve taxpayer aid, the team's ownership
Please see » BASKETBALL, A32
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Seartle Times Washington bur
WASHINGTON — Arcric
are rallying behind Repul
Senate candidate Mike M
ick of Seaitle for a fundrais

The April 13 event in An
age is being hosted by Sens
Stevens and Lisa Murko
and Alaska's lone Congres
Den Young, all Republican

It could raise as muc
$500,000 for McGawvick, w

i Demaocratic

Maria Cantwell in this
election.

The Alaska politicians ¢
other 23 special patrons 1
are a who's who in Alas
merce, particularly in the e

Many of them have bes

| supporters of opening the

life Refuge (ANWR) ool d
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BY MIKE CARTER

Seartle Times staff reporter
Washingron State Univers

manded head baseball coa

tors will not tolerate any fi
misconduct.

The action, announced 7
day, came two weeks aftar
atle Times investdgadon

| vealed Marbut had repeat

claims were repeated whil
was a coach and athletic dire
at Edmonds Community Col
and an assistant and head o
atwsi.

Marbut's athletic accomp
ments also wene
on school Web sites.

Mow in his second year a
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